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• Steel, Aluminum, and Copper Restructuring

• New Pharmaceutical Import Tariffs

SECTION 232 

• Protests

• CAPE

IEEPA UPDATE

AGENDA



ASKAlbaTM

albawheelsup.com

SECTION 232
ALUMINUM, STEEL, AND COPPER RESTRUCTURING

• Tariffs remain high but are 

now restructured.

• Tariffs now apply to the “full 

customs value of aluminum, 

steel, and copper articles 

and their derivatives, 

regardless of metal content.”

UK reduced rate - 25% on articles and 15% on derivative articles - continues.

Strengthening Actions Taken to Adjust Imports of Aluminum, Steel, and Copper Into the United States 

– The White House 

at least 95%

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/04/strengthening-actions-taken-to-adjust-imports-of-aluminum-steel-and-copper-into-the-united-states/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/04/strengthening-actions-taken-to-adjust-imports-of-aluminum-steel-and-copper-into-the-united-states/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/04/strengthening-actions-taken-to-adjust-imports-of-aluminum-steel-and-copper-into-the-united-states/
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SECTION 232
PHARMACEUTICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL INGREDIENTS

• New tariffs on certain 

patented pharmaceutical 

products.

• The baseline rate is 100%, 

subject to country-specific 

and agreement-based 

exceptions (see chart).

• Awaiting more details on 

HTSUS specifics.

Adjusting Imports of Pharmaceuticals and Pharmaceutical Ingredients into the United States – 

The White House

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/04/adjusting-imports-of-pharmaceuticals-and-pharmaceutical-ingredients-into-the-united-states/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/04/adjusting-imports-of-pharmaceuticals-and-pharmaceutical-ingredients-into-the-united-states/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/04/adjusting-imports-of-pharmaceuticals-and-pharmaceutical-ingredients-into-the-united-states/
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While the court signals broad refund eligibility, execution remains uncertain and may 

vary by importer, reinforcing the need for proactive steps (e.g., court case and 

protests) to preserve rights. 

• IEEPA tariffs invalidated: The U.S. Supreme Court held in early 2026 that 
tariffs imposed under IEEPA were unlawful, creating a pathway for potential 
refunds of duties paid. 

• Refunds broadly contemplated but process unclear: The Court did not 
define how refunds would be administered, leaving implementation to CBP and 
ongoing litigation.  CBP’s latest update shares CAPE is 40-80% complete.

• CIT expanding scope of relief: The U.S. Court of International Trade has 
issued orders directing CBP to refund IEEPA duties, including potentially 
covering finally liquidated entries—a significant departure from normal customs 
finality rules.  Suggestion is still to consider filing a case and generate protests. 

• Orders not fully settled / implementation evolving: Court orders have been 
modified and partially suspended, and CBP is still building out the refund 
system (CAPE), creating uncertainty on timing and applicability. 

IEEPA COURT PROCEDINGS
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IEEPA CAPE
WHAT WE KNOW…

• System in development, phased rollout: CBP is building the CAPE refund system within ACE and 

plans to launch it in phases, with initial functionality targeted around April 2026; key components are still 

only ~40–80% complete. 

• Phased coverage (not all entries included): Phase 1 is expected to cover a majority—but not all—

entries, with more complex cases (e.g., protested entries, certain liquidated entries, 

drawback/reconciliation) deferred to later phases. 

• Importer/Broker-driven process: Refunds will not be automatic—importers or their broker must submit 

claims through a CAPE portal (via ACE), which will validate entries and calculate refunds. 

• Four-step process: CAPE will operate through (1) claim submission, (2) automated processing 

(including interest calculation), (3) liquidation/reliquidation on a specified date, and (4) refund issuance 

using ACH (consolidated by liquidation date and IOR/4811 designee). 

• Timing remains uncertain: Even after submission, CBP has indicated refunds may take ~45 days or 

longer, and overall timelines for full implementation and later phases are still unclear. 

• Key gap / risk: Treatment of finally liquidated entries and entries under protest remains unresolved, 

creating uncertainty and reinforcing the need for protective actions (e.g., protests). 

CAPE is the primary path for refunds, but it is still evolving, incomplete, and phased.

330,000+ 

importers

53+ million 

entries

~$166 billion in 

IEEPA duties 

collected

CBP requires 

programming to 

reduce ~4.4 

million labor 

hours to 

process refunds
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CALL TO ACTION
NAVIGATING UNCERTAINTY WHILE TAKING ACTION
• Determine 232 Impact.  Determine whether your goods fall under the new 

232 scope. 

• Document exemptions/exceptions. Document metal content and/or U.S. 

origin to support potential exemption claims and pharmaceutical dual 

agreements.

• Prepare for enforcement scrutiny. All Executive Orders on tariffs 

establish external audits and authority to retroactively adjust tariffs. 

• Protect your rights. The legal and administrative landscape is still 

evolving. Waiting for a final answer risks protecting your rights —consider 

court case and/or protests.  Track liquidation dates in ACE.

• Prepare for refunds.  

• Setup banking/ACH in importer’s ACE account;

• Prepare for refunds – know your amount due using ACE reports;

• Operationalize Execution.  Establish a repeatable process or partner with 

Alba to file, track, and monitor protests and IEEPA CAPE refunds.

Establish a repeatable process or partner with Alba to file, track, and monitor protests 

and IEEPA CAPE refunds.
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• Establish your ACE account so you don’t have to 

guess on the steps.

• Configure ACH for refund payments (critical step) 

• Set up user access and roles for visibility and control 

• Confirm entry data linkage and reporting access 

• Identify and resolve common setup issues before 

they impact refunds.

HOW WE HELP

 Refund-ready ACE account 

 Reduced risk of delays or missed payments 

 Clear visibility into entries, liquidation, and refunds 

 Confidence your setup aligns with CBP expectations

WHAT YOU GET

HOW ALBA CAN HELP: ACE SETUP
ENSURE READINESS – COMPLIANCE AND REFUNDS

Alba Trade Services is offering assistance with ACE Setup – running reports, troubleshooting 

ACH setups, and more.
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IEEPA PROTEST
PROTECT YOUR RIGHT TO DUTY REFUNDS

Alba Trade Services is offering a fully managed IEEPA protest filing 
service to ensure no eligible entries fall through the cracks

Our Approach

• We provide a structured protest service aligned to current CBP realities

• Identify impacted entries at or approaching liquidation 

• Prepare protest filings under 19 U.S.C. §1514 

• Submit via ACE with client-approved language 

• Track protest status and CBP actions 

• Advise on next steps if needed 

What You Get

 Preserved legal rights for duty recovery 

 Centralized organization filing protest entries 

 Alignment with evolving CBP refund programming (CAPE phases) 

 Reduced internal burden and administrative risk
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Next-generation audit and CAPE filing capabilities 
designed with the importer in mind

WHAT WE’RE BUILDING

 AI-enabled review of entries to support compliance

 Prioritized, data-driven recovery strategy 

 Reduced reliance on manual entry reviews 

 Alignment with CBP’s evolving CAPE refund process

WHAT THIS ENABLES

IEEPA CAPE
SECURE YOUR REFUNDS



ASKAlbaTM

albawheelsup.com

INTRODUCTION TO TRADE ADVISORY SERVICES:
WHERE CUSTOMS SMARTS MEETS 
BUSINESS GAIN

OUR OBJECTIVE

To empower organizations to 
make informed, compliant, and 
strategic trade decisions that 
reduce risk, optimize cost, and 
enhance global 
competitiveness.

OUR SERVICES

Global trade services are built around 
four key pillars — Products, 
Suppliers and Countries, Costs, 
and Risk — ensuring that every 
decision supports compliant 
operations, efficient supply chains, 
and competitive advantage. 

Because trade isn’t just about moving goods — it’s about moving smart.  Alba 

provides advisory services to help companies navigate global complexity with 

confidence. 

• From classification to advocacy, we combine technical precision with 

strategic foresight to protect margins, ensure compliance, and uncover 

opportunities others miss. 

• Our experts translate regulatory detail into business advantage — 

enabling companies to trade boldly, compliantly, and profitably.



ASKAlbaTM

albawheelsup.com

CLASSIFICATION 

AND PRODUCT 

SERVICES

• HS Classification 

Management

• Valuation and Origin 

Reviews

• Government Agency 

Support

• Product & Customs 

Database Management

SUPPLY CHAIN 

COMPLIANCE 

SERVICES

• Supply Chain 

Mapping and Forced 

Labor Risk 

Assessment

• Supply Chain Visibility

• Screening 

• Document Verification 

and Translation

• Jump Team Support 

CUSTOMS 

COMPLIANCE

SERVICES

• Duty and Supply Chain 

Optimization Studies & 

Analytics

• Duty Drawback

• FTA Solicitation & 

Qualification​

• Zone and Warehousing 

Analysis

• Temporary Import  

Management

• Temporary Staffing & Help 

Desk

DUTY AND COST 

MITIGATION 

SERVICES

• Audits and 

Compliance   Health 

Check

• Learning 

• Proactive 

Responses:  

Declaration Changes 

• Liquidation 

Monitoring

• ​Advocacy and 

Reactive Response

WHERE CUSTOMS SMARTS MEET BUSINESS GAIN

TRADE ADVISORY SERVICE OFFERINGS
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THANK YOU

Please send your questions to your Alba POC or 
tradeservicesrequests@albawheelsup.com

www.albawheelsup.com
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